We will want to work on keeping this light and in the folk style. Pronunciation should not get in the way of the freedom of this. Pentatonic melodies, in cannon,  onomatopoeic sounds in voices keep the piece moving forward and add energy to the piece. Crisp short rhythms set against lyric melody. See Chen-Yi’s notes:
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I. Fengyang Song (Anhui Folk Song) }%W%%
Gongs and drums are in my hands, | am singing a song while playing drums and gongs.

Other songs | don’t know how to sing, | can only sing a Fengyang song.
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When | studied composition in the
Central Conservatory of Music in
Beijing, | learned to sing hundreds
of Chinese folk songs, collected from
more than twenty provinces and fifty
ethnic groups; | went to the
countryside to collect original folk
music every year. | realized that
these folk songs reflect the people’s
thoughts, sentiments, local customs,
and manners. They are like a mirror
of their daily lives. They are sung in
regional dialects, using the idioms
of everyday speech with their
particular intonations, accents, and
cadences. This correlation between
speech and music distinguishes folk
songs of one region from another. |
learned all the songs by heart, and
sang them back in the exams every
week. They melted into my blood
and became my natural music
language. The deeper | walk into
musical life, the more i treasure this
rich culture from my homeland.




