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ii’fliocRAM NOTES
BY CHENY)]

When | studied composition in the
Central Conservatory of Music in
Beijing, | learned to sing hundreds
of Chinese folk songs, collected from
more than twenty provinces and fifty
ethnic groups; | went to the
countryside to collect original folk
music every year. | realized that
these folk songs reflect the people’s
thoughts, sentiments, local customs,
and manners. They are like a mirror
of their daily lives. They are sung in
regional dialects, using the idioms
of everyday speech with their
particular intonations, accents, and
cadences. This correlation between
speech and music distinguishes folk
songs of one region from another. |
learned ali the songs by heart, and
sang them back in the exams every
week. They melted into my blood
and became my natural music
language. The deeper | walk into
musical life, the more | treasure this
rich culture from my homeland.

When | became Composer-
in-Residence of Chanticleer, and was
invited to write the first work for
its concert program, as well as
a version for Chanticleer’s Singing-
In-The-Schools program, | decided to
introduce A Set of Chinese Folk Songs
to American audiences, adding a new
flavor to Chanticleer’s rich
repertoire. The work includes ten
folk songs, taken from eight
provinces (Anhui, Shaanxi, Yunnan,
Shanxi, Taiwan, Sinkiang, Jiangsu, and
Guizhou) and five ethnic groups
(Han, Hasake, Uighur, Miao and Yi). |
originally arranged these for choirs
(men’s or children’s chorus) with
various combinations of voices, to
be sung mostly in Chinese, some in
English. From the mysterious
mountain songs originally sung in
the open air, with high and long
notes that can carry over great
distances, the sweet and delicate
melodies of young love compared
with . nature, the humorous
antiphony by little children, and the
lively dancing tune by villagers, you
may get an idea of various music
styles in Chinese folk songs
according to geographic, ethnic, and
linguistic differences, and appreciate
the beayty of the Chlnese folk
music.

ABoUuT CHEN Y]

Born in Guangzhou in 1953, Chen Yi began violin and piano at age
3. When the Cultural Revolution overtook China in the 1960,
she continued music studies, practicing violin at home (with the
mute attached). She was sent to the countryside for forced labor
for two years and took her instrument along. A positive aspect of
this experience was the wider knowledge she gained of the life
and music of her motherland and its people. At |7, she returned
home and served as concertmaster and composer with the Beijing
Opera Troupe, and began her research of Chinese music and
Western and Chinese music theory. When the school system was
restored in 1977, Chen enrolled in Beijing Central Conservatory,
studying composition and violin. In 1983, Ms. Chen composed
the first Chinese viola concerto, and in 1986 the Chinese
Musicians Association, the Central Conservatory of Music, Radio
Beijing, CCTV and the Central Philharmonic of China gave an
entire program devoted to Chen's orchestral works, when she
became the first woman in China to receive the Master of Arts in
composition.

In 1986, Chen Yi went to the United States and in 1993 received
a D.M.A,, with distinction, from Columbia University, studying
under Chou Wen-Chung and Mario Davidovsky. In the same year,
Dr. Chen was appointed to a three-year term as Composer-in-
Residence for the Women’s Philharmonic, Chanticleer, and the
Aptos Creative Arts Program, all in San Francisco. In June 1996,
Chen had three sold-out gala concerts at the Center for the Arts
Theater, Yerba Buena Gardens, San Francisco with her orchestral,
choral, and multi-media works. She has taught at Peabody
Conservatory and in 1998 was named professor of composition
at the University of Missouri Kansas City Conservatory.

Chen Yi has received numerous awards and prizes including first
prize from the Chinese National Composition Competition, 1997
Cal Arts Herb Alpert Award, and the Lili Boulanger Award. She
has also received fellowships from the Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation, the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and grants
from the NEA, Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, Fromm Music
Foundation, Ford, Koussevitzky, and Rockefeller Foundations,
NYSCA, and the Meet the Composer/Reader’s Digest Consortium
Commissioning program. Her music has been recorded on the
Nimbus, Cala, Teldec, New Albion, CRI, and CRC labels.

Chen Yi has been commissioned by the Central Philharmonic of
China, Brooklyn Philharmonic, Women’s Philharmonic, Chanticleer,
New York New Music Consort, Los Angeles Philharmonic, San
Francisco Contemporary Music Players, James Galway, Evelyn
Glennie, Yehudi Menuhin, the Kronos Quartet, Music From China,
San Jose Chamber and Oakland Youth orchestras, Eastman School
of Music, Pro Musicis of New York, Alea 1l of Boston, and Taipei
Municipal Chinese Classical Orchestra, and many others. Her
compositions have also been performed by the BBC and New
York Philharmoni¢, American Composers Orchestra; the San
Francisco, Sacramento, Long Beach, and Camellia symphonies; the
Berlin Quintet, Chicago Symphony Chamber Ensemble, Aspen
Contemporary Music Ensemble, choir eXindigo!, and many others.
Her chamber music was featured in Sound and Silence, a series of
|0 films on contemporary music, broadcast on the European TV
network since 1989, produced by the International Society for
Contemporary Music, Katherine Adamov Films and Polish TV. She
is also a composer-advisor of the American Composers Orchestra,
the New Music Consort, Music From China (in New York City),
the Women's Philharmonic and Chanticleer in San Francisco, and
the National Endowment for the Arts in Washmgton DC Please
visit www.presser.com/chen.htm! for more mformatlon
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Commissioned for Chanticleer
as part of New Residencies, a national program of Meet the Composer,
supported by major grants from
The Pew Charitable Trusts, The James Irvine Foundation,
the John S.and James L. Knight Foundation, The Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc.
and The National Endowment for the Arts
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TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS FORVOLUME |

I. Fengyang Song (Anhui Folk Song) }%&ﬁ%% .
Gongs and drums are in my hands, | am singing a song while playing drums and gongs.

Other songs | don't know how to sing, | can only sing a Fengyang song.

£ TR FELESEY -
RIfH BT &8 - HEE RS -

2.The Flowing Stream (Yunnan Love Song) /J\‘ZEI‘(I\'F% Zk

The rising moon is bright, my sweetheart is in the deep mountain, he is like the moon walking
in the sky. My sweetheart! The flowing stream around the mountain is clear aside. The moon
is shining over the hillside, looking at the moon and thinking of my sweetheart, the breezes
are sweeping past the hillside. My sweetheart! Don't you hear | cry?

HIEHZRTEETE » BHEIRABT R L o

FRAZKLEE - F |

LT /N AR S SRS o

ASEHZRIENY - B R B TR -

— ey R Ly o B ]

{R AT B3 R R R AL P 5 2 :

3. Guessing (Yunnan Children’s Antiphony) |

Xiao guai guai (little children), xiao guai guai, we are asking, please answer: In the sky, what is long?
In the river, what is long? On street selling, what is long, in the girl's hand so long [luo lai]?
Xiao guai guai, xiao guai guai, we are answering your questions: Milky Way, in the sky; lotus root
in the river; rice noodles on street selling, floss silk in the girl’s hand, long.

Xiao guai guai, xiao guai guai, we are asking, please answer: In the sky, what is round? In the river, .
what is round? On street selling, what is round, in the girl’'s hand so round?

Xiao guai gudi, xiao guai guai, we are answering your questions: The moon in the sky; lotus leaf in
the river; sweet rice cakes on street selling, mirror in the girl's hand, round .

INTETER/INTETE » BT RIS o
EmEE LX? BRI’
EBEEEMEN? FEE R IR IER ?

NI/ AR B -
SMER LE  MEEDR -
KSR REREN - A Bk AT -

INTETER/ N > Bl IBAS TR o
EEE X7 B |
o T 0 7 L R

INTRIEH/NTETE + IRTTRRAGER I o
F7emE L - frEmln -

L I T T O - 5 I I o R TG o

4.Thinking of My Darling (Shanxi Love Song) 18 #7358

At the windows, the bees flying. In my heart, thinking of my darling.

ERREFERRHEL -
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These guides should be considered only approximations;for authentic pronunciation of the Chinese
texts, it is most helpful to work with a native speaker. '

COMPARISONSTO ENGLISH
VOWELS

a =asincar

e = similar to her
i = as in pizza

o = as in more

u = as in tuba

{i = same as German

CONSONANTS

b,d,f.h,j,pt.k |, mn,s,shy,w = same as English

z = English dz sound as in beds
zh = similar to j sound, but more explosive

ch = English ch, as in China

q = similar to ch sound, but more explosive
c=ts
g = hard g, as in gong

x = similar to English s, but with the tongue arched up (in between English s and sh)

r = similar to English r, but with the tongue arched back

COMPARISONS TO INTERNATIONAL SYMBOLS

VOWELS

a fal
o fa/
e lal
ai faif
ei fail
ao lau/
ou [aul/
an fan/
en fon/
ang /an/
eng /an/
ong /on/
CONSONANTS
b /bl
d /d/
g Ig/

j /d3/
y4 /dz/
zh I3/

r Ir/

i hi/

ia lial
ie lial
iao /jau/
i(o)u  /jou/
ian  /jan/
in fin/
iang  /jan/
ing  [in/
iong  /jon/
P I/

t It/

k Ik/

q [tch/
c Its/
ch eyl
w(u) /w/

ua
uo

uai

ue)i

uan
uen
uang
uang

w X T 3 3

sh
y (i)

ful 4]
fwa/
Iwol

lie
fwail
Iwail

/wan/ ian
Iwen/ iin
Iwan/

Iwen/

/m/ f
nf I

/h/

as described above
/s/s as in “slow”
1fi

lil

{2

Iyl German “i

lysl/

lyan/
Iyn/

/1
n

Syllables in italics in the choral text are nonsense syllables for padding, not part of the poems.

A SET OF CHINESE FOLK SONGS is also available for sale in the original Chanticleer men’s chorus
version (312-41682); the schoo! version with String Orchestra and Percussion is avaifable on rental.
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2. The Flowing Stream

YUNNAN LOVE SONG (HAN)
Arranged by Chen Yi
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</ Q\ 3. Guessing | '

YUNNAN CHILDREN’S ANTIPHONY (HAN)
Arranged by Chen Yi :
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guai lai _ xiao guai guai _ we are ask-ing please an-swer: In the sky, whatis leng? In the riv-er,
guai lai _ xiao guai guai _ we are ask-ing please answer: In the sky, “whatis round? In the riv-er,
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guai lai _ xiao guai guai _ we are ask-ing please answer: In the sky, whatis long? In the riv-er,
guai lai _ xiao guai guai _ we are ask-ing please answer: In the sky, what is round? In the riv-er,
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NOTE: In this song only, all DY's should be sung a quarter-tone sharp. This song is in the Chinese zi mode.
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what is long? On street sell-ing, what is long, __ in the girl's hand, so long, long?  luo
what is round? On street sell-ing, what is round, in the girl's hand, so round, round? luo
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what is long? On street sell-ing, what is long, _ in the girl’'s hand, so long, long? luo
what is round? On street sell-ing, what is round, in the girl's hand, so round, round? luo
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- Xiao guai lai __ xiao guai guai, we are ans-w'ring your ques-tions:
Xiao guai lai __ xiao guai guai, we are ans-w’ring your ques-tions:
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Milk -y Way, in the sky; lo-tus root in the riv-er; rice _ nood-les on street sell-ing; floss silk in the
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4. Thinking of My Darling
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